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BOOT & SANDAL FABRICATION TECHNIQUES 

CHAPTER 8 

SANDALS 
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The making of sandals as molded footwear is the same as shoes and boots with the additional steps that     

necessitate the cutting away or cutting out what is not wanted and adding strapping or securing mechanisms 

as required. 

 This is because we are fabricating sandals just like shoes and boots to fit the whole foot.  

Sandals usually require extra labor and materials than shoes. 

 

Sandals typically have less support than shoes and boots.  
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Because sandals have less supporting or containing materials, it is important to consider how and where the 

securing mechanism will best accommodate each individual foot. 

 

Not all sandal styles will suit or fit everyone. 

The style and functionality must be balanced to properly accommodate the individual wearer. 

 

There are so many ways to make good sandals which will fit well and provide exceptional comfort. 

As an artisan, you can have a lot of fun designing very good looking and useful sandals. 

You can be as creative as you want. 

 

1 The preliminary work has been done. The cast has 

been modified as necessary and changed into a finished last. 

The inserts have been made and are being tacked into       

position. 

2 An underlap design line is being marked. 
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3 The underlap design line is completed.  4 The lining leather is selected and cut to the desired 

size. 

5 The lasts with inserts attached are soaked in water 

one to two minutes. 

6 The wet last and front lining leather are ready. The 

lining leather is smooth side up. 

7 The lining leather is latexed. 8 The lining leather is placed over the last. 
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9 The lining leather is stretched and pulled and pressed 

until it is bonded to the wet last. Sometimes a little more fresh 

latex is need.  

10  The excess lining leather is being removed from inside 

of the underlap line. 

11  Bottom view of underlap which may require a little 

more fresh latex to complete the bond. 

12  The side seam edges are cut. 

13  Side view. 14  The heel lining leather has been latexed. 
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15 The heel lining leather is stretched and pulled and 

pressed onto the last and insert. 

16  The excess lining leather is cut off and a little more 

fresh latex may be applied to the underlap to make it stick. 

17  A bottom lining leather is latexed. 18  The bottom lining leather is stretched and pressed 

onto the bottom of the insert. 

19  The bottom lining leather is cut at edge of underlap. 20  Top view of fully leather lined lasts. 
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21 Ditto. 22  A pen is used to roughly mark the design of top of 

sandal. 

23  Glue is applied to a #18 twisted cotton cord. 24  Glue is applied over design marks. 

25  The design cord is attached to the lining leather. The 

artisan and/or craftsperson selects and refines the placement of 

the design cording with a lot of thought about what is desired 

in the attributes of the finished sandal design. 

26  Ditto. 


